STEPS TO CHECK AN ID

Knowing how to check an ID is the first step to prevent illegal sales of alcohol and tobacco to
minors. Technology has changed, and so have fake IDs. It has become very common for
young people who aren't 21to purchase a counterfeit ID online using their own photo and
address. Counterfeit IDs often will scan as 21+. It is important for employees to know and use

the steps below to identify counterfeit IDs without relying on an ID scanner.
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COUNTERFEIT IDS UNDER UV LIGHTS

A 365 nanometer UV light helps identify counterfeit IDs by showing errors in UV reactive
ink. State Issued IDs do not have errors or defects.

UV ink bleed through

Images on one side of the card
printed in UV reactive ink should

not be visible on the other
Counterfeit ID Front Counterfeit ID Back

Poor photo quality

UV images of the ID photo should prr—
be clear and recognizable ‘.
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Ex. grainy, blurry, unclear, lines in
photo in counterfeit ID Counterfeit ID: Grainy Counterfeit ID: Unclear
Picture Picture

Glowing edges

Many counterfeit IDs will have distinct and
significant glowing edges when a flashlight
(UV or Regular) is placed on the surface

Counterfeit ID Counterfeit ID

Wrong blacklight ink colors

Each state uses the same
color(s) for all IDs

For example, Wisconsin ID cards have green and
blue UV ink. Most fakes have only blue State issued ID Counterfeit ID

Real IDs do not have any manufacturer defects
examples below of manufacturer defects in counterfeit IDs

Manufacturer Defects
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Electronic signatures Smeared ink Incorrect placement of Printed upside down
UV photo




